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Washington D C
WHILE A CONGRESSMAN'S JOB is essentially legislative, it's actually a bigger bag than
that. A congressman must make it his responsibility to protect his district's inter-
·ests and their involvemen~ with the Executive Branch of the federal government. For
that reason, I regularly attend hearings and calIon officials of this branch to let
them know about South Texas' needs.
Three issues of concern to our area recently precipitated some meetings and
discussions with Executive Branch officials. I was representing the 15th District in
these discussions. The topics ranged from the possible closing of three 15th District
airport control towers to US-Mexico border surveillance and the Small Business Admini-
stration's economic dislocation program that's having such trouble getting off the gr0oond.
* * *
EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY to save the Brownsville, Harlingen, and McAllen airport control
towers recently cited for possible closing by the Federal Aviation Administration alonr
with 70 other towers in the U S.
At my request, the FAA's highest official, Administrator Langhorne Bond,
discussed this proposal in Harlingen with representatives from the South Texas cities
involved. Since Mr Bond would, in a few days after visiting South Texas, also be con-
nected with the Washington hearings on the issue, it was imperative that he speak
first-hand with those to be affected by the closing.
This meeting was held while the FAA's highest official was in the area to
attend the Confederate Air Force show. He talked with the mayors, airport managers
and citizens of these three cities involved. While Mr Bond assured them that no deci-
sion would be made on the fate of the three airport control towers until further
research is made, he knows first-hand, at my request, the needs of our border area.
* * *
ANOTHER ISSUE OF IMPORTANCE to South Texas is radar surveillance along the US-Mexico
border. During the past year, I've talked with representatives from the Customs Serv~ce
in an effort to urge low-level radar surveillance of the border especially to help curb
the illegal drug traffic in the area.
This week additional meetings were held with the Customs Service. They said
that they are in complete agreement with my proposal for low-level radar surveillance
of the border area. We salute their decision. Now we will see what happens from this
one.
* * *
SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC DISLOCATION ASSISTANCE promised to South Texans as a result or
the recent peso devaluation and the enactment of the bill allowing for economic
dislocation assistance is still awaiting action by the Small Business Administration.
Realizing the importance of these loans to our 15th District businesses, the SBA has
been told repeatedly that unless they act pronto to get regulations on the implementa-
tion of the program, it'll be too late. I promise to continue to bird-dog this agency
until they act.
'" * *
TWO AGRICULTURE BILLS have made progress recently that affect all farmers and consumers
of food and fiber products -- and that just about includes everyone.
The Farm Bill -- now Public Law 95-113 -- has been signed by the President.
l{hile it almost took nine months from committee hearings to Presidential signature,
the final result seems well worth the wait. Of course now it's up to the Agriculture
Department to implement the law.. Anyone who wants a copy can get one by asking me.
Since the bill has become law, talk has focused on its p.rovisions and especi-·
ally on those parts related to agriculture research. It was a privilege last week to
address the annual meeting of the Agricultural Research Institute here in Washington
on this topic. I pointed out that the new farm law presents a vast horizon for all of
us in agriculture research -- and particularly to South Texas. We are now well on our
way toward restoring agricultural research to its proper role in our American system
of priorities.
The FIFRA bill -- the Federal Insecticide, Rodenticide and Fugicide Act,
HR 8681 -- has been scheduled tentatively for House action this week. The House Rules
Committee has started their consideration which will bring the bill to the House for a
vote. New regulations that make some sense are needed on those chemicals that are
widely used by farmers to eradicate agricultural pests.
* * *
OLDER AMERICANS WILL HAVE THE CHANCE to retain their employment after age 65 if a bill
overwhelmingly passed by the House becomes law. The bill -- the Age Discriminiation
in Employment Act Amendments of 1977 -- won't force an employer to keep an unqualified
person on the job. It is calculated to protect those aged 65 to have five more pro--
ductive years of service on the job if they want it. The services an experienced person
can render are often invaluable.
A Senate committee has filed a report on the bill so it should be up for
Senate action soon.
* * *
A MEXICAN FIESTA, sponsored by the Texas State Society and three members of the Texas
delegation, is planned for this week and promises to include fine Mexican cooking --
a rarity in Washington. So to bring a little bit of home to the many Texans in
Washington, the Society has planned the fiesta to be held in the Pan American Union of
the Organization of American States. Senator and Mrs Lloyd Bentsen, Representative
and Mrs Chick Kazen, and Lucille and I are serving as the fiesta sponsors along With
Mexican Ambassador and Mrs Hugo Margain and the Mexican Ambassador to the Organization
of American States Rafael de la Colina.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HO~ffi: Visiting my office from home this week were Mrs Helen Brennan and
Mrs William Ellis of Alamo; Mr Terry McLinden of Kingsville; Mr Xavier Gorena of
Mission; Mr David Villegas of Raymondville, now living in Washington; and Mr Dick ,'ecsz
of l~eslaco.
* * *
